SECAC QUESTIONS FOR CANDIDATES
1) Tell us what you think are the benefits – as well as the pitfalls – of special education.

2) What message do you think it sends to students with physical disabilities that they need to enter and exit their own graduation ceremony through a back ramp (since the county has not agreed to reconfigure the stage a Merriweather Post so they can enter at the front)?

3) What will you do to ensure the re-establishment of an adequately funded viable vocational education program in Howard County?

4) A couple of years ago a report was written about inequities across the HCPSS. Many parents of children with special needs feel that inequities in special education services often arise from the attitudes of principals and administrators, which vary from school to school. The Office of Special Education has limited power to provide remedy since administrators and general education staff do not report to them. What should be done to correct the differences between those schools that “get it” and those which don’t?

5) Relative to the rest of the state the inclusion statistics for children with disabilities in HCPSS are mediocre. However, a significant body of research shows that students with disabilities who are included in the regular classroom have more challenging IEP goals, make more educational progress, are more engaged, have more opportunities for social interactions, and show greater progress in gaining social skills. Would you be prepared to fund an initiative to increase the number of students who receive their education in the regular classroom?

6) What do you see as the role of the school system and the county to in educating students with disabilities and to prepare them for transition into the real adult world of work, independent living, and in some cases, secondary education? 

